
 

communion  l  participation l mission 

Pope Francis wants to hear from everyone about how the Church – the People of God – can help him discern 

the Holy Spirit’s guidance for the mission that Jesus gave to all baptized Christians.  The synod sessions that are 

going on in parishes continue the long line of Catholic Tradition of journeying together.  These sessions are not 

meant for debating doctrine, moral teachings or Church governance.  Rather, we’re to come together to listen to 

one another, to discern the voice of the Holy Spirit and to discover how we might best continue to proclaim the 

Gospel in our day and age.  The experiences that you will share will be synthesized and sent to the US 

Conference of Catholic Bishops and the bishops conference in turn will write a synthesis from what they have 

received from every diocese in the country and forward that to  Rome, where all of the synthesis from every 

other country of the world be gathered.  In October 2023, bishops from across the globe will gather in Rome to 

ponder what has been heard, shared, and experienced. 

Our synodal gathering for St. Thomas the Apostle Parish will be on Sunday, April 3 at St. Agnes 

Church.  Beginning at 6:30 PM and in the format of evening prayer, discussion will be encouraged around the 

Fundamental Questions:   1) What does it mean for a Church to journey together in announcing the gospel? 2) 

How does journeying together happen today in our local Catholic community? 3) What steps does the Spirit 

invite us to take to grow in our journeying together?  There will also be an opportunity to share insights on ten 

Core Topics. 

Please mark your calendar and make every effort to participate in this session at St. Agnes on April 3 at 6:30 

PM.  The Church wants and needs to hear about your experiences.  

 

What can you do? 

1) Attend the Synodal Session on April 3 at 6:30 PM at St. Agnes 

2) Look over the Fundamental and Core questions.  Write out any thoughts – bring them to the 

session or e-mail lellis@thomastheapostle.net 

3) Encourage others to come to the session on April 3.  

4) Be a group leader 

SYNOD PRAYER 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, Make 

Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and 

sinful; Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You 

our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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